
Reed-Custer Middle School 

8th Grade Language Arts 

Unit 4:  Poetry 

What is the secret to Reaching Someone with words? 

By the end of Unit 4 students will be expected to: 

Reading Skills-   

 Identify elements and structure(s) of poetry. 

 Explain how literary devices (figurative language, alliteration, meter, rhyme, etc.) contribute to 

the meaning of poetry. 

 Cite text evidence to support the analysis of meaning in poetry. 

 Identify and analyze the impact of specific word choice on mood and tone and to create imagery. 

 Compare/Contrast the structure of poetry vs. prose and determine the effectiveness of each text 

type. 

 Identify and apply context clues to determine the meaning of unknown words and phrases in 

literature and poetry. 

 Paraphrase text for understanding. 

 Determine the difference and effectiveness of literal vs. figurative meaning in poetry. 

 Compare/Contrast features of consumer material (recipes, nutrition labels, menus). 

 Analyze technical directions. 

Writing Skills- 

 Respond in writing to poetry. 

 Write effective argument letters. 

 Organize and write a Problem-Solution Essay. 

 Use technology to research information. 

 Apply grade appropriate vocabulary in writing. 

 Apply rules of Standard English in writing with a focus on subject complements, direct/indirect 

objects, active/passive voice, prepositional phrases, infinitive phrases 

 Revise written work to improve writing. 

 Edit written work for correct use of conventions, spelling, and grammar. 

Vocabulary Skills- 

 Identify word affixes to determine the meaning of unknown words: 

 -ous  -ive  in-  trans- 

-cede  -ceed-  -vert-  

 

 Identify and apply weekly vocabulary words-  
(Define, spell, part of speech, application in reading, speaking and writing) 

*benefit  *connection  *cultural  *experience  *express  *feedback  *individually 

*inform  *meaningful  *media  *misunderstand  *relevant  *sensory  *significant  *valid 

Speaking and Listening Skills- 

 Engage in appropriate conversations with peers and adults. 

 Effectively present information for an audience. 

 Use grade appropriate vocabulary in formal and informal presentations and conversations. 


